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A statement of BANJAN

on today's announcement of the Minister
of Health, Labour and Welfare

Today (28 June), Japan's Minister of Health, Labour and Welfare, Mr. SAKAGUCHI Chikara, announced
that he was considering introducing a total ban on chrisotile asbestos.

We welcome this announcement which will turn our long years' demand into reality. BANJAN have
been calling for "an immediate total ban on asbestos" since its establishment in 1987, and had a meeting
last month with officials of the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare to call for it again. At that
time many asbestos victims and survivors joined us and they spoke out directly about their sufferings
and rage.

More than anything else, a real ban should be put into force as soon as possible. The government
should not expand the range of exceptions from the ban or the period of grace unreasonably, and should
not waste time considering those matters pointlessly. Especially, with regard to construct