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A statement of BANJAN on today's announcement of
the Minister of Health, Labour and Welfare

Today (28 June), Japan's Minister of Health, Labour and Welfare, Mr. SAKAGUCHI Chikara, announced
that he was considering introducing a total ban on chrisotile asbestos.

We welcome this announcement which will turn our long years' demand into reality. BANJAN have
been calling for "an immediate total ban on asbestos" since its establishment in 1987, and had a meeting
last month with officials of the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare to call for it again. At that
time many asbestos victims and survivors joined us and they spoke out directly about their sufferings
and rage.

More than anything else, a real ban should be put into force as soon as possible. The government
should not expand the range of exceptions from the ban or the period of grace unreasonably, and should
not waste time considering those matters pointlessly. Especially, with regard to construction materials,
there is no material for which a suitable substitute is not available, so there is no reason for any
construction material containing asbestos to be exempted from the ban.

The health effects due to past asbestos exposure in Japan have become more and more obvious. We
estimate more than 2,000 people are killed annually in Japan. A recent study predicts that the male
pleural malignant mesothelioma mortality rate in Japan would reach 58,800 during the next 30 years,
and 103,000 during the next 40 years. Considering the female mortality, death from other forms of
mesothelioma, asbestos-related lung cancer and others, the real figure of future asbestos deaths in
Japan could increase by several times. Moreover this prediction reflects past asbestos use in Japan,
and so will be an inevitable reality for us even if a total ban on asbestos were introduced today.

"An immediate total ban on asbestos” has to be the first step. We call again for all relevant ministries
to tackle the issue, and breaking down the barriers separating minisiries under the powerful leadership
of the government,

- to establish and strengthen proper and comprehensive measures for monitoring the actual situation,
provide more precise prediction, diagnosis, medical treatment, physical and spiritual care and
compensation and so on for asbestos victims and their families and

- to establish and strengthen proper and comprehensive measures for identification and monitoring of
buildings and materials in which asbestos has already been installed, control, maintenance, repair,
removal, demolition, disposal and so on, in the light of protecting workers' and public health and the
environment.

28 June 2002
BANJAN: Ban asbestos Network Japan

Co-chairperson

KATO Tadayoshi (President of the National Federation of Construction Workers' Unions)
TAKEHANA Kyoji (Vice President of the All Japan Prefectural and Municipal Workers' Union)
TOMIYAMA Yoko (President of he Consumers Union of Japan)

HIROSE Hirotada (Professor of the Tokyo Woman's Christian University)

Z Bldg. SF, 7-10-1 Kameido, Koto-ku, Tokyo, 136-0071, Japan

FAX +81-3-3636-3881

URL: http://homepage2.nifty.com/banjan/

Email:- banjan@nifty.com

Contact: FURUYA Sugio (Secretary General, JOSHRC)
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E-mail ctoshc@jca.apec.org
TEL (03)3683-9765 /FAX (03) 3683-9766

-5 TEL(042)324-1024 /FAX (042)324-1024

TEL (042)324-1922 /FAX (042)325-2663

E-mail k-oshc@jca.apc.org
TEL (045)573-4289 /FAX (045)575-1948

E-mail KFR00474@nifty.ne.jp
TEL (025)228-2127 /FAX (025)222-0914

TEL (0543) 66-6888 /FAX (0543) 66-6889
E-mail fureai@ma2.justnet.ne.jp

TEL(052)679-3079 /FAX (052) 679-3080
TEL(075)691-6191 /FAX (075)691-6145

E-mail koshc2000@yahoo.co.jp

TEL (06) 6943-1527 /FAX (06)6943-1528
TEL (06) 6488-9952 /FAX (06) 6488-2762
TEL (06) 6488-9952 /FAX (06)6488-2762
TEL(078)251-1172 /FAX (078)251-1172
TEL (082)264-4110 /FAX (082) 264-4110
TEL (0857)22-6110 /FAX (0857)37-0090
E-mail eoshc@mx81.tiki.ne.jp

TEL (0897) 34-0900 /FAX (0897)37-1467
TEL (089)941-6065 /FAX (089)941-6079
TEL (0888)45-3953 /FAX (0888)45-3953
TEL (096)360-1991 /FAX (096)368-6177
TEL(097)537-7991 /FAX (097)534-8671

E-mail aanhebez@bronze.ocn.ne.jp
TEL (0982)53-9400 /FAX (0982)53-3404

E-mail aunion@po.synapse.ne.jp
TEL (0995) 63-1700 /FAX (0995)63-1701

E-mail sh-net@ubcnet.or.jp
TEL (03)3239-9470 /FAX (03)3264-1432

TEL (0245)23-3586 /FAX (0245)23-3587







