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New step toward
building a network for
monitoring TNC's

by Sugio FURUYA
JOSHRC Secretary General,

On November 23 and 24, 1997,
an international seminar was held
to discuss the measures and
coordination required to effectively
monitor the economic activities,
including direct investments, of
transnational companies (TNCs) of
East Asian countries—Japan, South
Korea, Taiwan and Hong Kong.
The meeting, an East Asian
Seminar for Monjtoring TNC's, was
organized by the People's Action
Network to Moniter Japanese TNCs
(PANMJTNC), with supporting
participation from 12 non-
governmental organizations
(NGOs), including the Japan
Occupational Safety and Health
Resource Center (JOSHRC). Along
with Japanese NGOs focusing on
this problem, representatives of
citizen groups from other East
Asian economies also attended.

Objectives
. The objectives of the Seminar
were:

1) to review the actual state of the
investments of TNCs based in
East Asia and associated
problems, and elaborate the
tasks and roles to be shared by
the NGOs in the economies

3) to establish a network for
monitoring East Asian TNC's.

On November 23, a draft Asian
NGO Charter on Transnational
Corporations, prepared by the
organizing group, PANMJTNC,
was presented for elaboration, and
problems related to it were
discussed. Among the requests
were the addition of specific clauses
on women’s rights and maternity
protection, and the extension of
these beyond parent companies and
their subsidiaries into their
subcontracters, which have
substantial influence on local labor
relations and environmental
conditions

This was the first day that the
draft was publicly discussed. It is
scheduled to be elaborated further
in order to be of fundamental
guidance for future TNC
monitoring activities.

Through this process of
elaboration, the participants
exchanged their specific experience
and insights into TNC behavior,
thus helping them appreciate their
achievements and future tasks.

The first task may be to pro-
mote and circulate this daft charter,
particularly among labor
unions. For Japanese

Confederation of Free Trade
Unions—Asian Pacific Region
Organization (ICFTU-APRO) in
1994, ’

On the second day of the
Semirar, various NGO representa-
tives presented their respective na-
tional reports, and this was followed
by a panel discussion. In the discus-
sion the following topics were ad-
dressed:

ecapifal withdrawal problem in
Masang (5.Korea),

sproblems in invesiment in China,

slessons from the joint campaign
against nuclear power plant expor-
tation from Japan to Taiwan

eproblems in overseas investment
of Taiwanese TNCs

epreblems in overseas investment
of Korean TNCs

The November Seminar was not
the first effort to build a regional
network for menitoring TNC
activities. The effort was started
with a Japan—South Korea joint
seminar held in 1996, The next
conference is scheduled to be held
in auhrmn 1998, with other NGOs
in the receiving countries expected
to participate. In this session, the

NGOs, which have been
handicapped by poor co-
operation from the estab-
lished trade unicns, this
will be a challenging but
meaningful task.
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draft Chapter will be discussed
from perspectives specific io
receiving countries, and the Asian
regional network is expected to be
enlarged and aligned.

For further information contact:

People'’s Action Network to
Monitor Japanese TNCs

Kiyose Catholic church,

1-21-12, Matsuyama,

Kiyose-shi,

Tokyo 204-0022, Japan

Tel: +81-424-91-0104

Fax; +81-424-91-9615
E-mail:

JAC01227@nifty serve.orjp

Survey conducied on
health of postmen

by Hiroyuki Kawamoto
Kanagawa OSHC

A mail workers' union recently
conducted a survey, using
guestionnaires, on the health

 condition of workers, unionized and
non-unionized, in a post office in
Yokohama Over 40% of the
respondents indicaied that they are
considerably preoccupied about
their working environment, with
approximalely 30% saying they felt
some concern about their working
environment. Noise pollution was
indicated as giving cause for
concern by nearly 70% of the
respondents.

The union used these results to
urge the management to improve
conditions in the waorkplace.
However, despite repeated
representaiions, the managerment
will not work on the problems
seriously.

The survey was triggered by a
telephone call to our Kanagawa
OSHRC. The cailer, a member of
the local union, complained that
dust poliution might damage the
health of his coworkers, especially
asthmatics (a former coworker died
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of asthuna), and that excessive noise
prevenied commurdcation over the
telephone ai his workplace. He was
anxious to improve his working
environment,

Te work joinfly with him in
resolving these problems, we
started by visiting his workplace.
As he emphasized, different
machines, such as cancelers and
assorters, were producing noise,
and paper dust was Hying in the
air. The noise, however, was not
over the level defined as permitied
by the existing regulations, and the
paper dust was not included among
the types of dust required to be
contrelled by the relevant
regulations. We found - that the
problems he raised could not be
resolved simply by applying
existing reguiations to his
workplace. Another approach had
to be developed to improve the
working environment. The above
mentioned survey  and
questionnaires were an attempt to
examine the workplace in a
comprehensive way, as a part of an
effort to imporve working
conditions.

The labor union distributed
questionnaire forms to all the
workers in that post office. They
were somewhai pessimistic about
the response rate of the
questionnaire, since that union
organized only 10 of the 20 regular
workers there. The rest of the
regular workers were organized by
another labor union, while there
were 50 unorganized part-time
workers. The result, however, was
unexpected: almoest all of the
workers returned  their
questionnaire forms, demonstrating
in itself their great precccupation
with their working environment.

Worries about privatization
Privatization of the posial
services, especially the insurance
and money saving sectors, is being
discussed in the Government and
the Diet. The proponents argue that
privatization would improve the

efficiency of the services by
intreducing competition into the
market. Competition, however,
means that tighter and heavier
working conditions will be imposed
on the workers. Already, in almost
all the post offices, rationalization
and mechanization have been
introduced to compete with the
emerging delivery services, most of
whose workers are unorganized
and forced to work irregular shifts,
and with unlawfully long overtime.
The privatization would exacerbate
the present situation, and further
squeeze postal workers under the
pretext of surviving in an endless
race with private delivery
companies, who neglect their
workers’ health,

We believe that the negative
implications of the privatization of
the postal services will be
highlighted by struggles rooted in
the employees’ working conditions
and environment'—with which our
case is concerned. We hope that
similar efforts to bring into light
workers'' repressed grievances will
gain ground among other
workplaces and unions.

New chairman of
JOSHRC

Mr. Masazumi Harada, M.D.,
Ph.D., Institute of Molecular
Embryology and Genetics,
Kumamoto University School of
Medicine, chairman of JOSHRC, has
been replaced by Mr. Hiroshi
Inocue. Mr. Inoue had been an
official of the Labor Standards
Inspection Office for over 30 years
before becoming an advisor to trade
unions on occupational safety and
health,
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