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Vibration disorder in
casting plant

by Hiroyuki Kawamoto
Kanagawa OSHC

The automobile industry has
been a leading export indusiry in
Japan. Toyota and Nissan are big
names, well known around the
world. ‘Another; Isuzu Motors Lid.,
is one of the most important truck
manufacturers in Japan.

As other companies do, this
company has been transferring its
production sites overseas and
diversifying its procurements,, This
globalizing strategy is putting
many of its subcontracting
companies on the brink of closure.
Some companies are irying to
survive by dismissing employees,
while others have closed down.
One way or another, many
employees end up losing their
work, and often with their health
damaged by hazardous working
conditions,

We present here the case of
three victims of a vibration disor-
der, who were dismissed because
their company—subcontractors for
Isuzu Motors Lid—closed down.

They had been working for Sogo
Unyu, an in-house subcontracting
company of Jidosha Imono, a
casting company, which was, in
turn, a subcontracting company for
Isuzu Motors Ltd. The automobile
manufacturer reduced their
procurements from Jidosha Imono,
which resulted in the shutdown of
Sogo Unyu. In December, 1995, the
company fired all of its employees,
among whom were three vibration
disorder victims, Masayoshi
Tsuchidate {67), Yositsugu Endo (63)
and Masamitsu Kobayashi (43),

They had been engaged in cast
finishing operations, including

hammering and grinding with ma-
chines, which generated intolerable
noise and dust. Additionally they
had been working in a factory
where the temperature exceeded
50°C during summer. “Some 2000
workers came and left during these
several years, although our com-
pany required only 7 employees,”
says Kobashi. Their company was a
typical 3D workplace {i.e. dirty,
dangerous and difficulf).

Vibration disorder victims have
traditionally been reported among
forestry workers, construction
workers, and miners who use
vibrating machines. There have
been few cases reported among
manufacturing workers. The fact
that our victims are included
among so few cases illustrates the
poor environment in which they
had been working.

This scarcity of vibration
disorder cases in the manufacturing
industry is probably explained by
another factor: few doctors can
identify occupational factors hidden
behind the apparent sympioms.
Our viclims did not receive the
relevant diagnosis until they
happened to visit Dr. Ryuta Saito,
who specializes in occupational
diseases. Several years ago Mr.
Tsuchidate happened to see Dr.
Saito’s clinic advertised at a railway
station, and visited him. Dr. Saito,
one of the organizing members of
Kanagawa OSHC, diagnosed him
as suffering from vibration disease
and informed us of Mr. Tsuchidate's
case. Mr., Tsuchidate, however,
gave up his claim for official
certification as an occupational
disease vicim at that time, fearing
that his company would harass or
perhaps fire him. Previously he
had been fired after being
diagnosed as suffering from
preumoconiosis. Several years after

his first diagnosis as a vibration
disease victim, he was dismissed,
and then finally decided to seek
cettification of his illness as
occupationally induced.

He visited our office again to
discuss his case, along with another
six dismissed coworkers. They
joined a local labor union to urge
their company as well as Jidosha
Imono and Isuzu Ltd. to nullify
their dismissal and reinstate them.
Their efforts—backed by the
union~—led to compensation
payments by the companies,
although they could not secure
alternative employment. In
addition, late in 1996, Mr.
Tsuchidate and two other workers
filed an application with the Labor
Standards Inspection Office (LSIO)
for insurance benefits for their
vibration disease, In Qctober 1997,
the LSIO certified them as official
victims of work-related vibraton
disease, They continue to receive
treatment under the government
labor insurance scheme. They also
plan to claim liability—in some
ways at least—of the companies
which had neglected to improve
their working environment,
causing their health to be damaged.

Discrimination against
foreigners of Japanese
ancestry

by Yoko Tajima
Kansai OSHC

In 1990, the Japanese
government revised . the
Immigration Law and decided to
grant residence permission b
people of Japanese ancestry living
in foreign countries. If they are
second generation Japanese, they
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are allowed to stay here for three
years as the “spouses oOf
equivalent” of Japanese. If they are
third generation, they are allowed
to stay for a year as a “regular
resident,” and their spouses and
children are also allowed to stay for
one year, under the same title.
Behind the decision is the implicit
intention of making workers
available for unpopular sectors of
industry.

Officially, the Japanese
government doesn't admit
unskilled foreign workers. A lot of
foreigners, however, are working at
factories or construction sites or as
barmaids after they are admitted to
Japan as professional entertainers,
students or industrial trainees.
Apparently they are more or less
favorably accepted as a
supplementary labor force by the
sectors suffering a labor shortage. It
also seems that the government
counts on their informal penetration
inte the labor market. This
expectation is typified in a comment
made by an official regarding the
revised law. He said: “we hope that
the revised law will attract young
people of Japanese descent to our
country.” This comment is rooted in
the assumption that Japanese
descendants will adapt themselves
easily to Japanese customs. Early on
the government found this
assumption to be an illusion. In fact
third generation descendants don't
share any cultural inheritance from
their parents or grandparents, nor
understand their grandparent's’
language.

The government should start by
determining whether our couniry
requires foreign werkers, and if so
we should establish and implement
guidelines, irrespective of ancestry.’

According to the official statistics,
1,415,136 foreigners were registered
lere in 1996. About 250,000 of them
are Latin Americans, with some
200,000 from Brazil. Most of the
Latin Americans are allowed to stay
as people of “Japanese ancestry.”
Although they came here to their
ancestors’ mother country,
encouraged by the revised
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immigration law, they found
lapanese society unprepared to
accept them. As a matter of course,
a lot of problems, including
housing, customs, language, etc.,
arose for them around the country.
Then there came a lot of brokers
who pursue profit by dispatching
foreigners to factories, They take a
dispatching fee from the employers
and a brokering fee from the wages
they pay to the workers they
dispatch.

This interference by brokers
results in reduced or unpaid wages
and unfair or illegal withholding of
wages, and destabilizes worker-
employer relations. Another seriocus
problem is labor accidents. When a
dispatched foreign worker suffers a
labor accident, his broker, who is
his direct employer, is required to
report the case to the LSIO and
apply for certification as a work-
related accident, thereby acquiring
insurance cover for the worker.

Officers of the LSIO then visit
the workplace, inquire of the
broker and his client company
about the causes of the accident,
and examine accident preventive
measures. Fearful that their clients
would dislike such investigations
and thus loose Favour, brokers tend
to neglecl to report accidents, and
what's worse, pay a minimum of
compensation to the vichims.
Companies, in turn, leave such
cases to the brokers in an attempt {o
hide their involvement. Foreign
workers, who are generally
unfamiliar with the Japanese labor
accident compensation system, do
not understand the procedures

involved, and so are unable © -

claim their relevant rights.

In principle, the Japanese labor
laws, including labor insurance
laws, apply to all workers, regard-
less of their nationality or immigra-
tion status. In fact, however, foreign
victims are faced with various diffi-
culties and fail to exercise their
rights as prescribed in the labor
laws. Bven foreigners with fingers
crashed by a press machine are left
without any compensation for lost
wages. In recent years more and

more foreigners have been calling
or visiting our OSHC offices looking
for advice. To rasolve these cases,
we negotiate with the employers on
behalf of the workers, and urge the
LSIO's to investigate such cases.
Some cases have been brought to
court in order to make companies
assume responsibility for hazardous
working conditions.

The policy adopted by the
Japanese government to introduce
foreigners into the labor market
without securing their rights, not
only destabilizes worker-employer
relations, but fosters misbehavior
on the part of employers by
encouraging irregular employment
relations. This trend is a significant
challenge to all workers. It provides
an impetus for all to support our
new friends and help them im-
prove their working environment.
and conditions.

This is the third edition of our
new style English newsletter.
We are very encouraged by the
many messages we are receiv-
ing from readers around the
world.

Using a directory supplied by
WHIN in England, we have sent
out over 800 copies of this
newsletter, and we now wish @
establish 2 mailing list. We will
of course send the JOSHRC
Newsletter to all those who have
ordered it, and to those organi-
zations which replied to the
questionnaire on pneumoconio-
sis enclosed with the July edi-
tion. But we do not see any
point in sending a copy to places
where nobody reads it. 50 we
request those who do read it and
wish to continue to receive a
copy, to inform us of your desire
to remain on our mailing list.
Furthermore, if you know of
any place that you think i
should be sent to, please let us
know (by fax or E-mail if
preferred.
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