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The Japan Occupational Safety
and Health Resource Center
(JOSHRC) was founded on May 2,
1990 by local Cecupational Safety
and Health Centers around the
country with a view to promoting
and organizing nation-wide
activities among it’s affiliated
organizations. This non
governmental organization and its
affiliated centers are supported by
labour umions, victims groups,
medical experts, attorneys and
researchers in various areas. In
order to encompass the local centers
which are, on their past, dedicated
closely to their particular local
activities, JOSHRC carries on the
following work:

1) Publishing a Japanese bulletin
Anzen Center Joho (Safety
Center Information} which
provides information for
members;

2) Organizing local Occupational
Safety and Health (OSH)
seminars, and helping local
Centers and unions organize
them;

3) Assist victims, and support local
Centers in counseling victims;

4) Conduct surveys, taking
advantage of established
natonal nefworks;

5) Urging employets and
administrative bodies to review
and reform labor policies.

To these another important task
must be added: to promote
exchange and coordinale campaigns
with OSH centers in different
countries around the world, We
have already collaborated with
organizations in some Asian
countries in campaigning about
preumoconiosis, karashi (sudden

death from overwork), and toy-
workers’ problems. We also
circulate information from overseas
which may be wuseful to our
member organizations here,

As early as 1991 we begun to
publish an English version of our
Japanese bulletin, entitled Working
Environment and Pollution
Problems. Through this current
JOSHRC Newsletter, which replaces
that publication, we hope to
provide up-to-date information
about our activities to all who are
interested

This newsletter is also available
now on our Home Page on the
Internet, The access number is:

hitp:/ /www jca.ax.apc.org/joshre/

Shipbullding workers

-win suit on asbhestos

preumoconiosis

On March 31 last, eight former
shipyard workers who had filed a
suit for damages against their
employer for asbestos-induced
pneumoconiosis reached a favorable
settlement out of couri. The
shipbuilding company, Sumitomo
Heavy Industries Litd., agreed to
pay the victims a total of ¥108
miilion in compensation.

This favorable settlement,
however, was only attained after
many years of struggle by these
now aged people suffering lung
disease. Before the settlement was
reached, one of the plaintiffs died,
despite his wish to see the company
apologize for destroying his health.
Mr, Sakuma, who was leader of the
group, also died several days after
the settlement was reached—as if
he had accomplished his mission.

The shipyard where they once
worked is in Yokosuka city, about
one and a half hours journey by
train from Tokyo. As a navy yard
was located there since before the
War, the city has beer historically
known for its military base and
shipbuilding industry. After the
War a US Navy base replaced the
Japanese one there, and Sumitomo
Heavy Industries—one of the most
important Japanese shipbuilders—
continued its business there, In the
shipyard a huge amount of asbestos
had been used to isolate ship
structures, and the plaintiffs in the
suit were, among other workers,
exposed to the hazardous dust for
many years, This settlement
virtually signifies that the company
has recognized that the workers’
disease has resulted from is
neglecting to prevent inappropriate
exposure to asbestos in its shipyard,

This suit can be distinguished
by three characteristics:

While many pneumoconiosis
damage suits have been filed
against the coal and other mining
industries, this is the first case
which called a shipbuilding or
heavy industry company to account
for inducing prewmoconiosis in its
workers, Now that coal and mining
industries are dying out, these suits
are all retrospective, The present
case, however, has prospeclive
implications because it will urge the
shipbuilding industry—which is
and will remain active—to secure
safe and healthy workplaces for its
workers.

Secondly, whereas most of the
damage suits up to now were filed
against asbestos manufacturing
companies, this case called into
question the responsibility of the
company which was a ‘user,” not a
‘manufacturer’ of asbestos. In fact
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the retired workers focused on the
fact that the company had taken no
ekfective measures to prevent
exposure to the asbestos used for
shipbuilding. Since asbestos have
been widely used in various
industries, this case has paved the
way for relieving pneumoconiosis
victims who have been exposed to
it.

Thirdly, a labor wunion,
organizing active workers in
shipbuilding, has been supporting
the retirees in what is a very rare
example in Japan of a damage suit
against a company. This case
represents successful solidarity
between retired and active worlkers.
In the final stage, the discussion
between the union—the Uraga
Chapter of the All-Japan
Shipbuilding and Engineering
Union—and the company, turned
virtually into a settlement
negotiation, which led to
indemnification comparable with
those of other pneumoconiosis cases.
The union and the plaintiffs
consider that their task is to
ephance the compensation agreed
by the company for other retired
workers and to extend the
compensation agreement fo
subcontracted workers.

One plaintiff commented: “our
successful case is not the end of an
unresclved problem, but the
beginning of activities to bring into
Light the asbestos poliution in the
shipbuilding industries.”

Finger joint deformity
found among school

kitchen workers

In Japan public school children
are provided with school lunches.
Recently many people working in
school kitchens have been found to
be suffering from a finger-joint
deforming illness. Currently, the
victims who fulfill the criteria
necessary to be awarded
compensation are covered by local-
government run worker accident
insurance.
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This disease has been
established as a labor-induced one
after a campaign initiated by a
labor wunion, the All Japan
Prefectural and Municipal Workers’
Urion, which organizes the
majority of school kitchen workers.

The story began in 1983 when a
worker complained to the labor
union abeut painful deformities in
her finger-joints, and suggested a
relationship with her kitchen work.
Stimulated by the seriousness of her
symptoms, the union conducted a
nationwide survey of their
members with similar symptoms,
and sought to determine the extent
and magnitude of the problem. The
study revealed that out of 80,000
such workers, approximately 5,000
were suffering from an identical
illness, with it’s prevalence among
kitchen workers five times greater
that for office workers. Convinced
that the disease resulted from their
workload, the union decided to start
a nationwide campaign to help the
victims, By 1994, 40% of about 160
applicants for compensation were
certified as eligible for labor
accident insurance benefits.

Oddly enough, patients with
severe symptoms have not been
certified as eligible for
compensation, while other victims
with less severe suffering have
been recognized a eligible for such.
This seems to be due to the
certifying policy adopted by the
authorities concerned, which
determines eligibility exclusively
on whether the workload of the
victims had been overwhelmingly
great in comparison with that of
their coworkers, independently of
the statistical correlation evidenced
by -epidemioclogists. The labor
union is, therefore, striving t
revise the unfair certification criteria
in order to get relief for more
victims.

Deformity of the finger-joints is
induced by handling heavy
materials or an excessive workload
for the fingers. It should be noted,
therefore, that besides public sector
kitchen workers, many non-
unionized men and women with

any heavy workload for their
fingers are suffering from similar
"disorders. Victims of the disease
have been found among workers
using needles, and in paper
making and metal work indusiries.
The health hazards involved in
working in these industries must be
brought to light and relieved.

It is planned to publish this
style of newsletter once every
two months, and dirculate it as
widely as possible both within
and outside Japan. However,
JOSHRC is not a wealthy
organization, so we recommend
those who are connected to the
Internet to read this material on
our home page. To those who
request it, we will mail a copy
of the newsletier.

If you wish to for a copy of
our Japanese bulletin, or other
material in English or Japanese,
please contact our office
manager by mail, E-mail, or
fax:

Sugio Furuya,
MK Bldg. 3F,
Mita 3-1-3,
Minato-ku,
Tokyo 108.

Fax 81-3-5232-0183
E-mail joshrc@jca.ax.apc.org

Please indicate your preference
below.
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